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President’s Message
CHRISTMAS 1776

One morning a few decades past, I was watching an interview with David
Hackett Fisher highlighting his recently (2004) published book, Washington’s
Crossing. Intrigued, I bought the book immediately. Now, I pull it out every year in
December and re-read portions. In my mind if one could possess a single history
book, this would be the one, and it should be required reading for every American
student. The triumph of courage over hardship could never be matched by any
fictional novelist. We point to Saratoga, Cowpens and Yorktown as battles which
won the war, but the victory in those few days at Trenton and Princeton saved the
new republic in its darkest hour. Had Washington’s gamble failed, the War for
Independence likely would have ended then and there.

Picture in your mind the early December scene. The Continental Army was
nearly destroyed in the battles around New York City having been reduced from
25,000 to a mere handful. Fleeing South through New Jersey, Washington and his
officers kept the remnants together and crossed the Delaware River using it as a
barrier between themselves and the King’s soldiers. They commandeered every boat
for their own use, denying the same to the British. The British and Hessian troops
under General William Howe pursued slowly and without concern. They dispersed
for the winter to outposts around New Jersey from where they could cover more
territory and still support each other. Howe was not in a hurry for he would bag the
“0Old Fox” (Washington) at his leisure either when the Delaware River froze over or
in the spring.

Washington could count fewer than 5,000 men when they gathered on the
farms around McConkey’s Ferry a few miles north of Philadelphia. The Continental
Congress fled the city seeking haven in Baltimore, and was followed closely by
General Horatio Gates who lobbied to have Washington relieved and himself put in
command. To make matters worse, supplies were nearly exhausted, soldiers had not
been paid and many enlistments were due to expire in January. More men walked
away every day.

-more-



In the midst of this gloom, Washington and a handful of others found the will
to go on. Thomas Paine, traveling with the army, sat down and wrote a pamphlet
entitled, “The American Crisis” leaving to us these immortal words, “These are the
times that try men’s souls...The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this
crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands it now, deserves
the love and thanks of man and woman.” The pamphlet was printed in Philadelphia
and passed to the army. Most of Washington’s men could read it for themselves and
those who could not heard it read around the campfires. A new fire warmed their
hearts.

A daring plan was conceived to cross the river on Christmas night and attack
the Hessian outpost at Trenton before daylight. Washington handed slips of paper to
his officers, which read, “Victory or Death.” Every soldier and officer understood his
duty and the risk. Enduring sleet, snow and frigid temperatures they crossed the ice
choked Delaware River, and then marched all night reaching Trenton hours later
than expected. Nevertheless, the Hessians, having been forewarned to a possible
attack were exhausted from days on alert. Not believing the rebels would attack in
the storm, they were surprised and utterly defeated. They were not drunk and
hungover. Washington beat the British and Hessians again a few days later at the
Second Battle of Trenton and at Princeton. The British spent a frightful winter
defending every outpost in New Jersey from rebel raids while Washington reformed
his army in Morristown. The army was saved, and the fight for liberty continued.

Please read the book if you have not. We will resume our meetings in April.
And, thanks for a good year.

Merry Christmas and may the Lord bless you and your family.

Joe

Round Table Business
Joe called the meeting to order at 6:20 pm.

There was 1 guest this evening. Dave Hartranft joined us from Schuylkill County.
Dave attended the Berks County Historical Society lecture presented by Craig
Breneiser on the Great Exeter Train Wreck and Dave, being a direct descendent of
General Hartranft found it most interesting. He was extended an invitation to attend
our meeting and expressed an interest in returning.

New Members: none
Member update:

Gary Hertzog is back with us this month after having a knee replacement, and Tim
Antosy is hoping to return to the Round Table for the next campaign.

We wish them all a speedy recovery and hope to see them back with us soon.

Joe sent his apologies for the scheduling mishap, but was grateful that Gianotti’s
was able to accommodate our group in the main dining area.

Joe welcomed Dr. Craig Symonds and his lovely wife and thanked him for speaking
to us this evening on their way back home. Craig’s lecture was our first in the
blending of Civil War history and WW2.

Reminder, that we will be transitioning to our new schedule and there will be no
meetings from January through March. We will resume our meetings in April. Our
new schedule will run from April through December. We hope to see you then!



We received a nice anonymous donation which will go a long way in helping us
secure our speakers.

Treasurers Report

The account has a balance of $ 1751.40, with the general fund having $1,535.40 and
Preservation having $ 216.00.

Membership

We stand at 50 members for the 29" Campaign.

Preservation and Book Raffle

At our November meeting, we took in $70 from our book raffle. That brought our total Preservation
Fund to $286 (Oct. $216).

The membership voted to make 2 donations:

1. $100 to Kernstown Battlefield Association for a new roof on the Stephen Pritchard
House. The repair project was to begin on 11/17/2025 and be completed by
12/19/2025.Total cost for repairs was $35 thousand. There was no matching grant with
this contribution.

2. $100 to American Battlefield Trust -Chance to Protect 27.5 Acres of Hallowed Ground.
This is an ABT campaign for 3 VA battlefields: Bull Run, 2nd Manassas and Williamsburg.
The Trust is seeking to raise $155,295. The matching grant is $34 to $1.

There was also a suggestion proposed to the members that they could make a voluntary
contribution online at the ABT website. This was to save 2 acres at Antietam. The land targeted is
where CSA troops (AP Hill’s Division) arrived to halt Burnside’s attack on the CSA southern flank.
The goal is $515 thousand. There is a matching grant of $3 to $1. Donations need to be made by
12/2/2025.

Our Preservation balance for the beginning of our December meeting is $86.
Thanks to everyone for your support of our preservation efforts!!! Happy Holidays to All!

29" Campaign Total for all Seasons

Total amount raised-$ 476

Total amount donated-$ 475 Total amount donated - $ 40,121

Total contribution with matching grants- Total contributed with Matching Grants -
$ 10,075 $ 573,172

December Program



First Defenders Bookshelf

Joe noted Craig Symonds most recent book, “Nimitz at War,” which covers Admiral
Nimitz’ war career.

Dinner Reservations for our final meeting of the 29th Campaign
Next Meeting & Program (12/9/25: Deadline to order is Friday, December 5th, NOON.
We had 34 people attending the November meeting.
Our meal choices for December are:
Broiled Crab Cake

Grilled Chicken w/ Rice
Linguine w/Mushroom Sauce

If possible, please make your reservation on the website. When doing so, you should receive:
® Animmediate email “thank you” for making the reservation.

® A follow-up email that includes a copy of your meal selection, and
® A second email confirmation that everything has worked properly (this may be delayed by
up to 24-hours).

If you must call in reservations, please CALL or TEXT your menu selection to Vicky Heffner at
610.413.5543 no later than NOON, December 5th, 2025, which is also the deadline for online
reservations. The price is $32.00 inclusive for meals.

*IMPORTANT NOTE* Once you have made your reservation, there are no cancellations for any
reasons afternoon on the FRIDAY preceding the meeting. This is the policy of Giannotti’s, and the
Round Table will be billed for your meal whether you attend or not. Please understand that you will
be asked to reimburse the RT should you not attend after having made a reservation and not
cancelled prior to the aforementioned time period.

**PLEASE NOTE: IT IS MUCH APPRECIATED IF YOU PAY IN THE APPROPRIATE DOLLAR AMOUNT.
WE DO NOT HAVE A CHANGE DRAWER. WE WILL NOT ACCEPT $50 OR $100 BILLS IN PAYMENT.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

Checks may be made payable to “First Defenders Civil War Roundtable”.

Events / Tours/ and Other Happenings

Please feel free to send anything that you are aware of that you would like to share with our Company. |
will gladly add it to the monthly newsletter. Please send your items of interest to my email at
Lisa.breneiser@gmail.com.

Emerging Civil War Symposium
August 7-9 2026
Stevenson’s Ridge
2026 ECW Early Bird Registration Tickets - $275.00 if you sign up before the end of this year
This year’s theme: Partnerships and Rivalries
https:/emergingcivilwar.com/ecw_event/2026-symposium/


mailto:Lisa.breneiser@gmail.com

National Museum of Civil War Medicine
Christmas and the Civil War
December 14 @ 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm EST

Brad Stone, portraying a Civil War Santa, discusses the history behind the
celebration of Christmas

during the Civil War.

The Civil War shaped the way we celebrate the
holiday season in the United States in surprising
ways. One of the most surprising is the depiction of
Santa Claus, as Civil War era illustrator Thomas
Nast toyed with images of the jolly elf during the
conflict that evolved into the Santa we know today
in the United States.

Brad Stone as Civil War Santa at the National Museum of Civil War Medicine. (Photo by Melissa A. Winn)

https://www.civilwarmed.org/event/christmas-and-the-civil-war-2/

The Andrew Carnegie Free Library & Music Hall
is pleased to announce our eighth annual Civil War Symposium, slated for April 17 —
18, 2026. Though overlooked in favor of later years and larger battles, the first year
of the Civil War witnessed many advances and setbacks, trials and tribulations,
personalities and decisions that affected how the remainder of the war came to be
fought. In 1861: Small Battles, Big Outcomes, seven dynamic historians will unpack
the military, political, and social threads of this pivotal year in our nation’s history.

https://www.showeclix.com/event/andrew-carnegie-free-library-music-hall-civil-
war-symposium-1861

DECEMBER 2nd

Civil War Round Table Congress
Presents:

https:/www.cwrtcongress.org/ S
JUST BETWEEN GENERALS
We are re-airing the conversations between living historians portraying General Beauregard,
General Pemberton, and General Lee with General Grant in marathon fashion on Tuesday,
DECEMBER 2nd beginning at 7pm Eastern (4pm Pacific).

This marathon event is presented without charge.
We recommend a modest donation.
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Juimp in or out at any point.
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