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                                            PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 We have long-given a great deal of attention to "masculine" Civil War topics: 

battles, generals, newspaper editors, politicians and the like.  Yet, of the 31 million 

1860 inhabitants of the antebellum United States, more than 15 million of them were 

women.  Despite a veritable laundry list of individual and group accomplishments that 

featured women directly impacting the struggle and a Who's Who of interesting, 

important members of the "fairer sex" who played a starring role in our national 

story, we shower far less attention on women that we ought. 

 

 Most of us can remember the 1992 presidential campaign when Hillary Clinton 

clearly indicated she planned on eschewing the "traditional" duties of First Lady in 

favor of a more active role in political affairs.  To some, she would be dismissed as an 

upstart who failed to "recognize her place."  To others, though, she became a role 

model for the modern woman who would take her place in the halls of 

government...not to mention many other non-traditional venues...alongside men who 

had long dominated politics.  Less than a quarter-century later, Mrs. Clinton would 

become the first woman nominated for the presidency by a major political party, and 

would carry the popular vote while falling short of reaching the Oval Office. 

 

 In 1861, there was another woman who viewed herself differently than 

previous First Ladies.  Sometimes styling herself as "Mrs. President," Mary Todd 

Lincoln was, perhaps, even more of a cultural shock in the stuffy Victorian Age when 

men were men and women were expected to be deferential to their husbands.  Most of 

the stories handed down through the years have been unkind to Mrs. Lincoln, and she 

may evoke an even wider range of emotions than has Mrs. Clinton.  At the same time, 

though, we know that President Lincoln was very solicitous of his wife, encouraged 

her to speak her mind and would talk with her about matters of state.  In an age when 

schooling for women was usually attenuated when compared to their male 

contemporaries, Abe much appreciated Mary's upbringing and broader education. 

 

 Mary Lincoln's story, of course, would turn tragic when her husband was 

struck down in their moment of triumph, a trauma from which she would never 

recover.  While it is too much to imagine that she would go on to succeed her husband 

in the White House during the Gilded Age, it is not a stretch to wonder whether John 



Wilkes Booth's derringer shot had the unintended consequence of delaying the 

evolution of women in society.  Would Mary Lincoln's outspoken advocacy in the 

second half of the 19th Century provided women the right to cast a ballot without 

waiting an additional 50 years? 

 

 When studying history, we would be wise to remember Abigail Adams' advice 

to husband John and the Continental Congress in 1776 to, "remember the ladies." 

 

Craig 
 

 

      

Round Table Business 

 President Craig Breneiser called the January 14, 2020, meeting to order at 6:20 
p.m. at the Inn at Reading with 43 members present. Following the Pledge of Allegiance 
and a prayer led by Linda Zeiber, Craig reminded everyone to be sure to buy raffle 
tickets. Following dinner, Craig conducted the business meeting beginning at 7:10 p.m. 
 

Treasurer Report 

 Treasurer Tim Antosy reported a balance in the treasury of $3797.63 as of 
January 15, 2020. Last month we took in a total of $123.00 for preservation giving us a 
present total of $281.00 for preservation plus $150.00 for a special project. Our 
membership stands at 65. The unencumbered balance as of February's meeting stands at 
$3366.63. 
 

Preservation 

 Vice President Mark Quattrock shared with us two matching grants offered by the 
American Battlefield Preservation Trust for Sailor’s Creek and Gettysburg. He also had 
news of a $24.59:$1 leverage for preservation at Shepherdstown, VA. Mark will be giving 
further information about these opportunities at the February meeting. 

 Mark reported that the Gettysburg annual reenactment for July 1, 2nd, and 3rd has 
been cancelled. There will be a smaller scale reenactment on the Daniel Lady Farm 
scheduled for July 4th. 
 

Book Raffle  

We’re off and running in the New Year with our preservation efforts.  For the next 
three months, you will be able to purchase chances for four prizes in our Special Raffle. 
 Grand Prize---Keith Rocco’s “the 8th Illinois Cavalry at Brandy Station, June 9, 
1863 (12” X 18”) 
 1st Prize---1886 Print of Gettysburg Battlefield Map (12” X 16”) 
 2nd Prize---2 Volume Set of American Heritage “Picture History of the Civil War” 
 3rd Prize---Bruce Catton’s 3 Volume Set “The Centennial History of the Civil 
War”   

Tickets are the same price as our monthly book raffle and all funds go to 
battlefield preservation.  The Special Drawing will take place at our April 14, 2020* 
meeting.  THANKS TO EVERYONE for helping preserve our civil war heritage!!!  
*Note that our meeting will be held on the 155th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s 
assassination.  

Gary Hertzog 



Programs 

 Dave Unger announced the speaker for the February meeting will be Linda 
Minarik who will be role-playing Mary Todd Lincoln. Members might want to invite 
wives or other guests who may have an interest for this program. 

 Dave also reported that there are currently four speakers lined up for next year’s 
campaign. Any members who would consider doing a program should talk to Dave. This 
is money-saving for the round table and shares the vast knowledge and experiences of 
our members.  
 

Meal Captain 

 Kathy Little welcomed all in attendance and urged all who plan to attend in 
February to have reservations made before noon February 4, 2020. If you ever have 
issues making your reservations or think they may not have been successful online, 
please give Kathy a call and she will help. 
 

Joe’s Jaunts 

 Our trip coordinator, Joe Schaeffer, reported that the spring jaunt is still 
evolving. One topic under consideration is a tour of East Cemetery Hill in Gettysburg. 
Joe urges you not to pack yet but stay tuned for further information. 
 

 
______________________________________________________ 

February’s Program 

"Mary Todd Lincoln - A Living History Portrayal" presented by Linda Minarik 

There is little question that Mary Todd Lincoln is among the most memorable of the First 

Ladies who have graced the White House.  There is also 

little question that Mrs. Lincoln was unique in many ways.  

Well-educated and politically-astute, she announced at a 

young age she intended to marry a President of the United 

States, and in March 1861 she fulfilled that destiny.  

Intensely jealous of her husband, she could not claim a huge 

number of female confidants.  The Civil War would drive a 

schism in the Todd family, and Mary would experience 

personal trials that most would find overwhelming. 

Getting to know Mary Todd Lincoln's story first-hand is 

interesting, informative and certain to change many long-

standing notions about the woman, her family and the man 

she truly loved.  This is a living history portrayal you won't 

want to miss! 

Linda Minarik is a retired teacher from Bethlehem Liberty High School.  She has 

portrayed Mary Todd Lincoln at the Gettysburg sesquicentennial and for dozens of other 

venues over the past ten years, and can be seen strolling the ground of the Coopersburg 

Community Day every September.      

                              



Dinner Reservations for the Tuesday, February 11, 2020 
Meeting: 

 
If possible, please make your meal choices/reservations on the 
website.  Our meal choices for February include:  Cordon Bleu  
Chicken; Roasted Sirloin of Beef; Crab Stuffed Shrimp; or Cheese 
Manicotti with Marinara Sauce. Soup, starch, vegetables, dessert, 
rolls, coffee, tea, and water are included.  The price is $32.00 
inclusive for meals. 
 
If you make your reservation online and you do not receive a thank-
you and/or confirmation email, your reservation did not go through.  If 
you must call in reservations, please call your menu selection to 
Kathy Little at 610-367-8082 no later than noon, TUESDAY Feb. 4, 
2020, which is also the deadline for online reservations. 
 
*IMPORTANT NOTE* Once you have made your reservation, 
there are no cancellations for any reasons after noon on the 
TUESDAY preceding the meeting.  This is the policy of the Inn at 
Reading, and the Round Table will be billed for your meal 
whether you attend or not.  Please understand that you will be 
asked to reimburse the RT should you not attend after having 
made a reservation and not cancelled prior to the 
aforementioned time period. 
 
**PLEASE NOTE: IT IS MUCH APPRECIATED IF YOU PAY IN THE 
APPROPRIATE DOLLAR AMOUNT.  WE DO NOT HAVE A 
CHANGE DRAWER.  WE WILL NOT ACCEPT $50 OR $100 BILLS 
IN PAYMENT.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 
 
_______________________________________________ 

 
 

23rd Campaign Programs 

DATE SPEAKER TOPIC 

3-10-2020 Dave Unger "From Soldiers to Governors" 

4-14-2020 Phillip Greenwalt 
"From Kirby's Kingdom: Ramifications from 

the Trans-Mississippi in 1864" 

5-12-2020 Tom Huntingdon "In Search of George Gordon Meade" 

 


