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                                            PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

  

 Political machinations by the minority party to outflank the majority!  

Complex parliamentary maneuvers to gain an advantage!  Withholding key 

information from the other side!  Questioning the legitimacy of an office-

holder whose election is unacceptable to the losing party!  A lack of civility 

between legislators!  Front page headlines and editorials clearly favoring one 

party over another!  How can this be?  This is the United States, and, after all, 

it is 1863! 

 

 December of that year would see a new Congress about to assemble.  

The Republican Party had lost some ground during the 1862 off-year 

elections, and though it still held a comfortable majority in the Senate, House 

Democrats had some ideas about how to seize control of the lower chamber.  

The House, of course, is where bills to raise revenue must originate, and 

Democratic control would allow funding for the Lincoln Administration's war 

effort to be effectively choked off.  And, there would be no chance for a 

constitutional amendment to make permanent the Emancipation 

Proclamation.  Bi-partisanship on that subject was a non-starter.  

 

 And so it would come down to a set of shrewd politicians seeking to 

outwit and out-maneuver each other, replicating generals on a battlefield 

looking to outflank their enemies.  Their conflict, though, would be in the 

marble and granite columned halls of the newly-completed Capitol where 

bullets would give way to nearly-as-lethal political daggers.   

 

 In the end, the would-be coup would fail, and the schemers would be 

out-schemed.  A different outcome could have resulted in an entirely different 

history of the United States.  Democratic control of Congress would have 

threatened the war effort by cutting off money, refusing to authorize further 

critical drafts in 1864 and, most significantly, defeating any chance for 

passage of the 13th Amendment that would abolish slavery. 



 Such is how United States history turns.  What was "old" is again "new."  

In a nation founded on the principal of "we the people," it is extraordinary to 

consider just how often the collective "we" is reduced to a few principled (and 

not-so-principled) folks.  It is no wonder that Benjamin Franklin, when asked 

what kind of government we were to have, replied, "A republic.  If you can 

keep it."   

 

Craig 
   

 

Round Table Business 

 President Craig Breneiser called the February 11, 2020, meeting to order at 6:20 
p.m. at the Inn at Reading with 45 members present. Following the Pledge of Allegiance 
and a prayer led by Linda Zeiber, Craig reminded everyone to be sure to check that you 
receive two confirmations after ordering your meals online. Following dinner, Craig 
conducted the business meeting beginning at 7:05 p.m. 
 

Treasurer Report 

 Treasurer Tim Antosy reported a balance in the treasury of $3396.00 as of 
February 12, 2020. There is currently $199.00 available for preservation which includes 
$150.00 set aside for a special project. The unencumbered balance as of February's 
meeting stands at $3,197.00 Our membership stands at 64. 

 
Preservation 

 During our February meeting, we raised a total of $168 for Preservation. Special 
thanks to all of you who donated money or bought book and print raffle tickets. Just a 
friendly reminder there is still time to purchase raffle tickets for our print raffle. The 
print will be raffled off during our May Meeting. 

             During the February meeting, the membership approved donating $400 to the 
American Battlefield Trust for their $40-$1 Matching Grant involving 4 Battlefields in 
VA. They are: Sailors Creek, Cedar Creek, Cedar Mountain, and Ware Bottom Church 
which was part of the Bermuda Hundred Campaign. This puts our total contribution for 
this donation to $16,000. We will be updating our website with the updated totals 
including this donation.  
 

Book Raffle 

For the next two months, you will be able to purchase chances for four prizes in 
our Special Raffle. 
 Grand Prize---Keith Rocco’s “the 8th Illinois Cavalry at Brandy Station, June 9, 
1863 (12” X 18”) 
 1st Prize---1886 Print of Gettysburg Battlefield Map (12” X 16”) 
 2nd Prize---2 Volume Set of American Heritage “Picture History of the Civil War” 
 3rd Prize---Bruce Catton’s 3 Volume Set “The Centennial History of the Civil 
War”   

Tickets are the same price as our monthly book raffle and all funds go to 
battlefield preservation.  The Special Drawing will take place at our April 14, 2020* 
meeting.  THANKS TO EVERYONE for helping preserve our Civil War heritage!!!  
*Note that our meeting will be held on the 155th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s 
assassination.  



Programs 

 Dave Unger announced that he is the speaker for the March meeting entitled 
“From Soldiers to Governors”. Also, a brief meeting was held immediately following the 
February meeting.  

 Dave also reported that there are currently four speakers lined up for next year’s 
campaign. Any members who would consider doing a program should talk to Dave. This 
is money-saving for the round table and shares the vast knowledge and experiences of 
our members.  

 
Meal Captain 

 Kathy Little welcomed all in attendance and urged all who plan to attend in 
March to have reservations made before noon on March 3, 2020. Two confirmations 
should be received after placing your order. If you ever have issues making your 
reservations or think they may not have been successful online, please give Kathy a call 
and she will help. Her number is found in the “Dinner Reservations” portion of the 
newsletter which follows. 
 

Joe's Jaunts 

 The next "Jaunt" is now scheduled for Saturday, May 16, 2020 in Gettysburg.  We 
will be touring the action on East Cemetery Hill on Day 2 of the battle.  Our guide will be 
Charlie Fennell, and this is one tour you do not want to miss.  As in the past, we will 
carpool or you can meet us there.  The tour will be from 9-12, but we have not settled on 
a meeting place yet.  Expect some walking, although it will not be severe, partly in town 
and partly on East Cemetery Hill.  You will be on your feet for about 3 hours.  For those 
who wish, we will schedule a pub again for our post-tour lunch.  Also, since it is May and 
the days are longer, some may want to stay and spend more time on their own in the 
afternoon.  We expect a very good tour and hope many will attend.   
 

Adopt-A-Position 
 Our Spring 2020 date to work on our sites is Thursday, May 28.  We meet at 
8:30 am at Lowe’s and carpool to Gettysburg or you  can meet us in Gettysburg.   We 
work at several sites then break for lunch on your own.  We have been having lunch at 
Appalachian Brewing Company.  After lunch we finish working on the remaining 
sites. We also go to Gettysburg Baking for some delicious things to bring home. If there 
are several people who are not able to volunteer on the selected date, an alternate date 
could be arranged.  

             The purpose of the Adopt A Position (AAP) program is for volunteers to provide 
labor for a selected site(s) at Gettysburg National Military Park that would not be done 
due to budget and/or staffing.  Volunteers provide time and labor for maintenance of the 
site.  The Park provides the tools. 

             A 2-year commitment is required of volunteers to work on site on selected day 
during the spring and fall program dates. 
 
First Defenders Civil War Round Table has adopted the following sites: 
 
General John Reynolds  

Equestrian monument is west of Gettysburg on Chambersburg Pike (US 30).  The 
monument was created in 1898 and dedicated in 1899.  

Reynolds was one of the first to die at Gettysburg.  He was the highest- ranking officer 
(on either side) to be killed in the 3-day battle.  



General Reynolds has 4 different bronze monuments and 1 granite monument at 
Gettysburg. 
 
John Buford 

The monument is located west of Gettysburg on Chambersburg Pike (US 30).  It was 
erected in 1892 and dedicated on July 1, 1895. 
 

Gregg Cavalry Shaft 

The monument is located at East Cavalry Battlefield to the left of Gregg Avenue used 
only for foot traffic.  It was dedicated on October 15, 1884. 

The monument is at the location where the 1st Michigan of Custer’s brigade clashed with 
Stuart’s Confederates.  The monument was altered in 1960-1970.  From 1985-1987 it was 

rehabilitated and preserved in 1993. 
 
18th PA Cavalry 

The monument is located south of Gettysburg on South Confederate Avenue.  It was 
dedicated in 1889. 
 
1st West Virginia Cavalry 

The monument is south of Gettysburg on Taneytown Road north of Pleasanton Avenue. 
 It was dedicated on September 28, 1898. 

First Defenders Civil War Round Table member Gary Hertzog presented a program on 
Brigadier General Elon Farnsworth who perished at Gettysburg on July 3, 1863. 
 
Benning’s Brigade Marker 

The marker is located south of Gettysburg on Confederate Avenue.  The marker details 
the Confederate movements on July 2 and July 3, 1863. 
 
          In 2019 the AAP program’s 1,621 volunteers contributed 5,371.75 hours at 
Gettysburg.  There are several sites at the park available to be adopted.  Individuals or 
groups can adopt a site.  Fall of 2019 our group met an individual from New Jersey who 
had adopted 22 sites, and he volunteers to pick up cigarette butts at the sites.  The work 
can be as varied as raking leaves, painting fences, weed-whacking or picking up cigarette 
butts.    All work is prearranged with the AAP coordinator. Contact Randall Hill, Adopt A 
Position Coordinator at   717-338-4474.    Please contact Barbara Shafer at 484-336-
8995 if you are able to volunteer on May 28 or an alternate date.  

______________________________________________________ 
 

23rd Campaign Programs 

DATE SPEAKER TOPIC 

4-14-2020 Phillip Greenwalt 
"From Kirby's Kingdom: Ramifications from 

the Trans-Mississippi in 1864" 

5-12-2020 Tom Huntingdon "In Search of George Gordon Meade" 



March Program 
“From Soldiers to Governors" presented by Dave Unger 

Six of the first eight Pennsylvania governors after the Civil War were veterans of that 

conflict.  They spanned four decades from the inauguration of John White Geary in 1867 

to the final day in office of Samuel W. Pennypacker in January 

of 1907.  Along the way they would include some memorable 

(and not so memorable) men including John Hartranft, Henry 

Hoyt, Robert Pattison (twice!), James Beaver, Daniel Hastings 

and William Stone.  Even though they rose to great political 

heights they did not forget their combat memories or their 

military comrades.  This is the story of those men from their 

battlefield experience to their political impact on Pennsylvania 

and the nation.  It is based on the accounts in the book Soldiers 

to Governors by Richard C. Saylor and supplemented by 

additional research.  

David Unger is a long-time member of the First Defenders.  He taught American History 

at Blue Mountain High School for thirty-five years, and has spoken to the First Defenders 

twice before.  Dave is presently the Program Chair for the organization. 

                              

 
Dinner Reservations for the Tuesday, March 10, 2020 Meeting: 

If possible, please make your meal choices/reservations on the website.  Our 
meal choices for March include: Chicken Saltimbocca; Smoked Country-Style 
Sausage with onion gravy; Lemon-Broiled Tilapia with caper butter sauce; or 
Eggplant Parmigiana with fettuccini and marinara sauce.   Soup, starch, 
vegetables, dessert, rolls, coffee, tea, and water are included.  The price is 
$32.00 inclusive for meals. 

If you make your reservation online and you do not receive a thank-you and/or 
confirmation email, your reservation did not go through.  If you must call in 
reservations, please call your menu selection to Kathy Little at 610-367-8082 no 
later than noon, TUESDAY March 3, 2020, which is also the deadline for online 
reservations. 

*IMPORTANT NOTE* Once you have made your reservation, there are no 
cancellations for any reasons after noon on the TUESDAY preceding the 
meeting.  This is the policy of the Inn at Reading, and the Round Table will 
be billed for your meal whether you attend or not.  Please understand that 
you will be asked to reimburse the RT should you not attend after having 
made a reservation and not cancelled prior to the aforementioned time 
period. 

**PLEASE NOTE: IT IS MUCH APPRECIATED IF YOU PAY IN THE 
APPROPRIATE DOLLAR AMOUNT.  WE DO NOT HAVE A CHANGE 
DRAWER.  WE WILL NOT ACCEPT $50 OR $100 BILLS IN PAYMENT.  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 

 
 


