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President’s Message 
 

 It was time for another presidential election.  Many doubted the efficacy 

of holding the 1864 canvass in the midst of civil war, but Abraham Lincoln 

made clear his feelings, "We cannot have free government without elections, 

and if the rebellion could force us to forego or postpone a national election, it 

might fairly have claimed to already have conquered and ruined us." 

 And so it is today.  As you peruse this newsletter, the 2022 mid-term 

election is upon us.  Mid-terms are sometimes considered a referendum on the 

sitting president's administration, and Lincoln was fairly well bruised and 

abused in 1862 when the war was not going well and the preliminary 

Emancipation Proclamation had just been issued.  Two years later, things 

were not all that rosy when Lincoln decided to run for a second term.  Yet, he 

persevered even when he expected defeat at the hands of George McClellan. 

 Times in the mid 19th century saw passionate Americans with opposing 

views, yet elections went on and the government survived (despite assurances 

from both parties that their adversaries would destroy democracy).  158 years 

later, passions still burn in the hearts of Americans looking to ensure the 

future for posterity.  Sometimes it seems difficult, if not impossible, to 

reconcile opposing views or strike some sort of balance or compromise.  Yet as 

Lincoln said in 1861 so it is true today, "though passion may have strained, it 

must not break our bonds of affection."   

 The 2022 election will be over this week, perhaps by the time you read 

this message.  There will be those who will be happy and others who will not, 

yet we are all winners because we will have had the opportunity to freely cast 

our votes for those whose views best align with our own.  Imperfect though 

our country may be, we remain, in Lincoln's words, "the last best hope of 

earth." 

Craig 
 



Round Table Business 

President Craig Breneiser called the October 28, 2022, meeting of the First 
Defenders CWRT at 7:35 p.m. Twenty-seven members and guests gathered at Giannotti’s 
Country Manor. Ev Binns offered and a prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Craig 
welcomed two guests and prospective members John and Mary Ann Hartner.  Craig also 
announced that Gerry Zeiber had recently undergone abdominal surgery and was still 
recovering in Reading Hospital. 

 Vice President Mark Quattrock reported that Devil's Den is now open at 
Gettysburg while Little Round Top is completely closed.  He also reviewed several 
preservation opportunities (see "Preservation," below). 

 Mark also reported the first Civil War Medicine Symposium went extremely well, 
and plans are already underway for the second symposium scheduled for May 6, 2023. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Tim Antosy reported a balance in the treasury of $2,418.74 as of this 
evening of which $336 is available for preservation.  As of tonight, there are 33 paid 
members for the 26th campaign.  

 
Preservation 

Hello everyone and I hope all of you had a great Halloween. Our October meeting has 
come and gone and to all of you who donated, bought Book Raffle tickets, and 
railroad spikes from Newton Station we raised $117 for Preservation. I want to thank 
all of you who continue to support our Preservation efforts. I also, want to thank Vicky 
Heffner from the Berks County Historical Society for donating to us the $150 that was 
in a special fund we had set up for a project to raise money to obtain markers for 
members of the First Defenders.   

The night of the meeting we supported the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation 
for a $21-1 Matching Grant to preserve the Manor's Hill portion of the New Market 
Battlefield. They are doing great work and in addition to the donation we made the 
Foundation recently received a 4.75 million dollar grant from the Commonwealth of 
VA and they are using this money to preserve 7 new battlefields along with, 
completing the new Shenandoah Valley Civil War Museum and creating the New 
Market History and Education Center.  

In other news: 

 The American Battlefield Trust has come out with a new $8-$1 Matching Grant. 
They are looking to preserve a 6-acre section of the Antietam Battlefield that 
runs from the West Woods to the Miller Cornfield. They are also, looking to 
preserve 122 acres on the Shepherdstown Battlefield.  

 Devil's Den in Gettysburg is now officially open.  
 Falling Waters Battlefield in Falling Waters, VA has officially broken ground for 

their new Visitor Center. Falling Waters Battlefield is important when talking 
about Lee's Retreat from Gettysburg and the end of the Gettysburg Campaign.  

That is all the news for now! See you all in November! 
 



Book Raffle News 

 

Joe’s Jaunts 

 One November 5, 2022, eight First Defenders met with Gettysburg Licensed 
Battlefield Guide Sue Boardman who provided a three-hour walking tour of monuments 
along Cemetery Ridge from Ziegler's Grover to the Pennsylvania Memorial.  After the 
tour, the group dined at O'Rorke's Tavern.   

 Planning is underway for a spring jaunt.  Additional information will be provided 
in the coming months. 
  

Programs 

 Joe Schaeffer announced further details regarding programs for the 26th 
campaign. He reminded everyone the November meeting with Charlie Fennell has been 
moved back to November 15th so as not conflict with Election Day. 

  
Meal Captain 

 Kathy Little asked everyone to be aware that the last date to order meals for the 
November meeting will be noon on Friday, November 11th.  

 

November Program 
            

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Coming Campaign Programs 

Date Speaker Program 

12/13/22 Jim Remsen/Brad Upp Camp Discharge 

1/10/23 Ev Binns Lost 10 Commandments of the Civil War 

2/14/23 Sue Boardman Lincoln Statues Around the World 

3/14/23 Brad Gottfried Lee in the Gettysburg Campaign 

4/11/23 TBA  

5/9/23 Scott Mingus Lincoln's Funeral Train in Pennsylvania 

 
 

Dinner Reservations for the Tuesday November 15, 2022 Meeting 
& Program: 

If possible, please make your meal choices/reservations on the 
website.  Our meal choices for November are:       

Broiled Orange Roughy Pork Chop Linguine w/ Mushroom Sauce 

If you make your reservation online and you do not receive a 
thank-you and/or confirmation email, your reservation did not go 
through.  If you must call in reservations, please call your menu 
selection to Kathy Little at 610-367-8082 no later than noon, 
Friday, November 11, 2022, which is also the deadline for online 
reservations.  The price is $31.00 inclusive for meals. 
 
*IMPORTANT NOTE* Once you have made your reservation, 
there are no cancellations for any reasons after noon on the 
FRIDAY preceding the meeting.  This is the policy of Giannotti’s, 
and the Round Table will be billed for your meal whether you 
attend or not.  Please understand that you will be asked to 
reimburse the RT should you not attend after having made a 
reservation and not cancelled prior to the aforementioned time 
period. 
 
**PLEASE NOTE: IT IS MUCH APPRECIATED IF YOU PAY IN THE 
APPROPRIATE DOLLAR AMOUNT.  WE DO NOT HAVE A 
CHANGE DRAWER.  WE WILL NOT ACCEPT $50 OR $100 BILLS 
IN PAYMENT.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


