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                                            PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

 <St. Louis, MO>  The 3rd Civil War Round Table Congress has concluded by 

making more progress in a single day than has the 116th U.S. Congress in the nine 

months since it was gaveled into session.  Not a high bar to clear, but we digress. 

 The CWRT Congress is a collaborative effort intended to bring together Round 

Tables from around the country to share successes, failures, what works (or not) and 

how to support and enhance a common desire to focus on the Civil War period. 

 Round Tables are as varied as the people of the United States.  Some are great 

and successful, while others are struggling mightily.  Most are somewhere in a 

"middle class" that is working to meet current challenges while looking to an 

uncertain future with as-yet unknown challenges. 

 The First Defenders fall squarely within this middle class, and the CWRT 

Congress provided an illuminating opportunity to solicit and discuss strategies for 

sharing and advancing our Round Table mission for years to come in a rapidly 

changing society that seems to place less emphasis on the importance of our most 

significant national calamity (not to mention history, in general). 

 "Marketing" will become more of a focus during the current campaign as we 

look for new ways to reach people and recruit new members.  Many of us still inhabit 

a "newspaper world" while trends and technologies have emphasized a more 

immediate "electronic existence."  At the same time, the more simple and less 

adversarial times of the past have given way to a more contentious (and litigious!) 

society in which even the most unassuming group or club can become a lightning rod 

for protest or even be exposed to civil liability.  In short, the world in which the First 

Defenders live is changing, and (with deference to President Lincoln) "the dogmas of 

the quiet past are inadequate to the stormy present." 

 There will be more for us to consider as we move forward with the 23rd 

Campaign, and all of us can be a part in shaping the future of the First Defenders.  

Are you willing to sign on to support the cause?  

 

 



 Round Table Business 

 President Craig Breneiser called the September 10, 2019, meeting to order at 
6:20 p.m. at the Inn at Reading with 45 members present. Ray Kemp was welcomed as a 
new member.  Sad news was announced of the death of Dave Sweigert during the 
summer break. Dave’s wife Elaine informed Craig that donations could be made in 
Dave’s name to St. Peter’s UCC Church in Whitfield where a pavilion is being erected 
honoring him. The round table is also donating money for battlefield preservation in 
Dave’s memory. See the following article “Preservation” for details. 

 Webmaster Lisa Breneiser showed an example of a glass which is etched with the 
round table logo to present to speakers throughout the current campaign. Lisa created 
and designed the etching and is doing the work on these attractive mementos. 

 
Preservation 

 Season 23 is off to a great start as we raised $163 for Preservation. This includes 
$133 from our Book Raffle and $33 from our new Print Raffle where in December we will 
be raffling a Don Troiani print entitled “Garryowen.”  This print depicts the Irish Brigade 
at Fredericksburg with Generals Winfield Scott Hancock and Thomas Meagher in the 
background. Please help support both of our raffles.  

 At our September meeting, the membership approved two donations to the 
American Battlefield Trust. Thanks to a very special donation of $306, we are donating a 
total of $472 and are splitting this to put toward two matching grants. The first $236 is 
going toward a $33.94-$1 matching grant to save 42 acres of the Stones River Battlefield. 
This makes our total contribution for this donation of $8009.84.  

 The 2nd donation of $236 is going toward a $2-$1 matching grant for 
Fredericksburg and a portion of the battlefield known as the Slaughter Pen. In addition, 
we are making this donation in the name of Dave Sweigert. Dave was a Charter Member 
of the round table for 22 years. Dave’s favorite battlefield was Fredericksburg, and we all 
agreed to make this special donation in his name. This makes our total contribution for 
this donation of $472.  

 Having donated a total of $472, this makes our total contribution to date of 
$8482. Thanks to all of you who bought tickets or made donations. All of the money we 
raised is going toward a good cause and our new season has just begun.  

Until next month! 

Mark Quattrock 
Vice-President 

 
Membership 

Membership chair Lori Border announced that it's time to renew your 
membership for the new campaign of 2019-2020 if you have not already done so. Please 
fill out the membership form found on the website, and return it with your check as soon 
as possible. The deadline for payment is October 8, 2019. If you plan to pay your dues in 
person at the October meeting, please be sure to fill out the renewal form and bring 
it along with your payment. There are 43 paid members currently. 
  



Preservation/Book Raffle 

The 23rd Campaign has begun!  Thanks to everyone for continuing to support our 
preservation efforts through the book raffle.  As a reminder, over the next 3 months (Oct. 
to Dec.), we will continue to sell tickets for Don Troiani’s “Garryowen” print.  That 
drawing will be held at our December meeting.  There are 3 other runner-up prizes.  All 
proceeds from the special drawing will go to battlefield preservation.  Gary Hertzog 

 
Meal Captain 

 Kathy Little reminded everyone of the changes of times when making 
reservations. Your reservations are due one week prior to the monthly meeting date. The 
Inn at Reading has requested this. The October 8 meeting reservations must be made by 
October 1. Please heed these new guidelines, and keep in mind that the price of dinner is 
now $32.00. 

 *********************************************************************** 
 

Save the Date for AAP 

 The fall date to work at our sites at Gettysburg National Military Park is 
Thursday, September 26, 2019. 

 We will meet at Lowes at 8:30 a.m. and carpool to Gettysburg, or you may meet 
us at the first work site. We work on two of the sites, have lunch, and then work on the 
remaining sites. 

 First Defenders have adopted six sites—John Buford monument, John Reynolds 
monument, Gregg’s monument located at East Cavalry Field, 18th PA Cavalry located at 
Big Round Top, WV 1st Cav (Farnsworth) and Benning’s Brigade (TX) on South 
Confederate Avenue. 

 We also work on the 6th PA Cavalry and the 8th PA Cavalry sites adopted by 
Barbara Shafer. 

 We will have eight sites to work on. To accomplish this, we need YOU to 
volunteer. Please let Don Stripling (610-750-3998) or Barbara Shafer (484-336-8995) 
know of your interest. 

 If you are unable to volunteer on the designated date and are interested in 
participating in AAP, please let us know and we will try to arrange an alternate date in 
the future. 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Joe’s Jaunts 

 The next journey with Joe will be on Saturday, October 26, 2019, to Gettysburg. 

The topic is Longstreet’s March and Counter-March which took place on July 2, 1863. 

James Hessler will be our guide as he was on last October’s Sickle’s tour. 

 We will meet at 8:45 a.m. at the Gettysburg Heritage Center (formerly the Wax 

Museum). They have bathrooms, snacks, and drinks available. The tour will commence at 

9 a.m. As in the past, we will be carpooling. A sign-up sheet will once again be passed 

around at the October meeting regarding your intentions of going and/or indicating that 

you will need a ride. You can also let Joe know by email at jschaeffer@edgeabstract.com 

or phone at 610-334-2029 if you are planning to attend and if you wish to drive or be a 

mailto:jschaeffer@edgeabstract.com


 

passenger. Those who need to can assemble for the ride that morning at Joe’s office by 

6:45 a.m. with a 7 a.m. departure.  

 We expect to finish around noon and, for those who wish, enjoy lunch at a pub. 

Any suggestions for a post-tour pub trip are welcome. As usual, we will split the cost of 

the guide among the attendees, and the cost of lunch is your own. There will be minimal 

walking, and the weather in late October should be mild. 

 Friends, family, and non-members of the round table are welcome to join us. If 

you have questions, please call or email Joe since he will not be at the October meeting. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FYI—submitted by Kathy Little 

 

Penn State University Libraries in partnership with the Richards Civil War Era Center has 
launched the PA C. W. Deserters Database.  It has 24,000 individual records of soldiers, 
the interactive database allows users to search the compiled records for individual 
soldiers by name, but also identify groups of soldiers by specific criteria such as 
blacksmiths who deserted or number of desertions following the Battle of Gettysburg.  
For more information about the database, or for resources pertaining to C. W. research 
through the University Libraries, contact Eric Novotny at ecn1@psu.edu  or 814-865-
1014.  For information about the Richards C. W.-Era Center, 
contact richardscenter@psu.edu or 814-863-0151. 
 

For more information see https://strategiccommunications.psu.edu. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

October Program:  

“Civil War Barons" presented by Jeffry Wert 

Like every modern conflict, the Civil War mobilized an industrial effort in the North that 

would dramatically tip the balance of the war and revolutionize the way the United States 

would marshal its natural and economic resources.  Along the way, men like John Deere, 

Gail Borden, the Studebaker brothers, Robert Parrott and many others would find 

themselves an integral part of the war effort and would 

forever change the industrial fabric of the nation while 

personally amassing both wealth and power.  As a group, 

they would become "Civil War Barons," and America 

would never be the same. 

Jeffry D. Wert is an award-winning author of nearly a 

dozen books and innumerable articles and essays on 

Civil War subjects, and has previously presented 

programs to the First Defenders.  Retired after more 

than 30 years as a high school history teacher, Jeff holds 

degrees in history from the Pennsylvania State 

University and Lock Haven University.  His most recent work, Civil War Barons, focuses 

on the tycoons, entrepreneurs, inventors and visionaries who forged a Union victory and 

shaped a post-bellum nation. Jeff resides with his wife, Gloria, in Centre Hall,                   
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Dinner Reservations for the Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2019 Meeting: 

If possible, please make your meal choices/reservations on the 
website.  Our meal choices for Oct. include: Greek Stuffed 
Chicken with Spinach, Feta Cheese, Lemon, Olive Oil; Pork 
Tenderloin with Peppercorn Sauce; Fried Flounder with Old Bay 
Crab Sauce; or Vegetables with Penne and Vodka Sauce.  Salad, 
starch, vegetables, dessert, rolls, coffee, tea, and water are 
included.  The price is $32.00 inclusive for meals. 

If you make your reservation online and you do not receive a 
thank-you and/or confirmation email, your reservation did not go 
through.  If you must call in reservations, please call your menu 
selection to Kathy Little at 610-367-8082 no later than noon, 
TUESDAY Oct. 1, 2019, which is also the deadline for online 
reservations. 

*IMPORTANT NOTE* Once you have made your reservation, 
there are no cancellations for any reasons after noon on the 
TUESDAY preceding the meeting.  This is the policy of the Inn at 
Reading, and the Round Table will be billed for your meal 
whether you attend or not.  Please understand that you will be 
asked to reimburse the RT should you not attend after having 
made a reservation and not cancelled prior to the 
aforementioned time period. 

**PLEASE NOTE: IT IS MUCH APPRECIATED IF YOU PAY IN THE 
APPROPRIATE DOLLAR AMOUNT.  WE DO NOT HAVE A 
CHANGE DRAWER.  WE WILL NOT ACCEPT $50 OR $100 BILLS 
IN PAYMENT.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 
_______________________________________________ 
 

23rd Campaign Programs 

DATE SPEAKER TOPIC 

10-8-2019 Jeff Wert "Civil War Barons" 

11-12-2019 Wally Heimbach "Phil Kearny: International Soldier" 

12-10-2019 Paul Gidjunis "The 128th PA Volunteer Infantry" 

1-14-2020 Dave Fox "Col. Charles Albright & the 132nd PVI 

2-11-2020 Linda Minarik "An Evening with Mary Todd Lincoln" 

3-10-2020 Dave Unger "From Soldiers to Governors" 

4-14-2020 Phillip Greenwalt 
"From Kirby's Kingdom: Ramifications from 

the Trans-Mississippi in 1864" 

5-12-2020 Tom Huntingdon "In Search of George Gordon Meade" 

 


