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 Another campaign season is about to open.  Like our forbears in the 

Civil War armies, we look forward to this with a quixotic mix of hope, 

excitement, trepidation and, perhaps, some sadness.  For, as we look around 

our regiment, we smile to see old comrades and some "fresh fish," but also 

somberly note the "vacant chair" once occupied by friends who are no longer 

with us.  And, we realize we are fewer than we once were. 

 

 As the veteran armies knew though, there would be more to do in the 

coming campaign.  We know there is more for us to do in our coming 

campaign as we seek to learn more and better understand their sacrifices, 

North and South, to make this country achieve a greater potential.  While they 

approached the coming fury with bullets and swords, we forge ahead in a 

quest for knowledge to combat the "history apathy" and misinformation that 

today calls into question the greatness of the American story.  There is, to be 

sure, more that can be learned and understood, and voices long silenced can 

add color to the vivid tapestry that is the United States. 

 

 Too, we will proceed with this campaign facing a foe not unlike 

Forrest's cavalry: cunning, tough and not to be dismissed out of hand.  The 

First Defenders approached the pandemic last year in an inclusive manner 

that allowed us to be together or to participate from home; while we had 

hoped for an end to COVID, the "D Variant" appears to be an even more wily 

enemy to face.  And, we will continue to do just that by marshalling the talent 

and technology to ensure our Silver Anniversary Campaign will be our best 

yet! 

 

 To all of our veterans and our new recruits, join us to make the history 

come alive as we embark on Campaign 25! 

 

Craig 



Round Table Business 

 The First Defenders Civil War Round Table met on May 11, 2021, at Giannotti’s 
Country Manor. Twenty-seven members were present when President Craig Breneiser 
called the meeting to order at 6:17 p.m. A touching prayer originally delivered by the 
chaplain of the 1st Tennessee Regiment was offered by Ev Binns followed by President 
Breneiser leading the Pledge of Allegiance. Dinner was then served. 

 At 7:45 p.m., the evening’s presenter, Tom Huntingdon began his program, 
"Searching for George Gordan Meade," virtually. Seven additional members joined the 
program online. A business meeting followed the program.  

 The location of next season’s meetings has not been decided at this point. If you 
have an ideas or suggestions, contact Craig to discuss this issue. 
  

Treasurer’s Report 

 Treasurer Tim Antosy reported a balance in the treasury of $3,671.75 as of May 
11, 2021. The Preservation Fund stands at $305.00 plus $150.00 for a special 
preservation project giving us an unencumbered total of $3,366.75 in our treasury. Our 
membership stands at 56 after picking up two new members.   
 

Preservation 

 Mark Quattrock announced battlefield leverages currently available. The 
American Battlefield Trust was offering $12.87: $1 for land near Culp’s Hill at Gettysburg 
as well as at Bristoe Station. 

The Shenandoah Valley Foundation was offering $50: $1 for land available at 
Second Winchester. Mark suggested that we take advantage of these generous offers by 
sending $150 to each association. It was moved and seconded and approved by the 
membership. 
 

Book Raffle News 

 Gary Hertzog sold raffle tickets and presented 7 books for ticket holders to win. 
We had a good money-raising campaign despite all of the roadblocks caused by Covid. 
We look forward to even more battlefield acreage to preserve beginning in the fall. 

 
Joe’s Jaunts 

 Joe Schaeffer announced that the next jaunt will be held on the first Saturday in 
November. We will travel to East Cemetery Hill where Charlie Fennell will be our guide. 
The following jaunt will be a trip to Culp’s Hill where rehabilitation is currently being 
done by the Park Service at Gettysburg. Dates and times will be determined.  
 

Programs 

 Former president Joe Schaeffer has taken over “programs” from Dave Unger. We 
thanked Dave for his service and thank Joe for taking on this added responsibility. He 
reported that most of the programs for next season have been contracted. Chris 
Mackowski will be the speaker for the September meeting opening our 25th campaign. 
Chris will definitely be “in person” for the meeting. 
 



Officers for the 25th Campaign 

 All of last campaign’s officers will remain for the new season except for Joe 
Schaeffer replacing Dave Unger in the “Programs” position.  
 

President: Craig Breneiser 
Vice President: Mark Quattrock 
Treasurer: Tim Antosy 
Secretary: Linda Zeiber 
Preservation: Mark Quattrock 
Programs: Joe Schaeffer 
Book Raffle: Gary Hertzog 
Meal Captain: Kathy Little 
Web Master: Lisa Breneiser 

  
*Member Information* 

 Long-time member Roger Cotterill has been having ongoing health issues for a 
while. Denton Schuker recently spoke with Roger and reported that he is finally feeling 
better. He has put on some weight and is feeling stronger. The following is his contact 
information: 
  

Roger Cotterill 
 The Provdence Place, Apt. 326 
 149 South Hunter Highway 
 Drums, PA 18222 
 Home phone: 570-708-2689  
 Cell phone: 570-956-1666 
 The phone numbers were incorrect in the May newsletter. 

***** 
 
 We were all saddened to learn of the death of member Larry Hummel. Larry’s 
daughter Heidi is a member of the round table as well and our deep sympathy is 
extended to her. We will miss Larry. 

***** 

 Recently, a woman contacted Craig Breneiser to see if anyone would be interested 
in having 171 back issues of Civil War Times Illustrated. The periodicals are bound. 
Contact President Breneiser if you are interested. 

 
***** 

NOTICE 
Our collection of donated books is OVERFLOWING, and we need your help... 

 Regrettably, we will accept no donations of books until further notice 

 Check out the "Book Shelf" tab on the website where you will find a huge 

selection of volumes available for purchase.  Information is provided 

explaining how you can pick up books for a low, low price.  As always, 

proceeds will go to preservation. 

 Beginning in October, books available for raffle will be posted in the 

newsletter.  Even if you attend a program virtually or need to miss an 

event, there will be an opportunity for you to contribute to our 

Preservation Book Raffle.  Look for more details next month! 



September Program 
            

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming Silver Anniversary Campaign Programs 

Date Speaker Program 

12 OCT 2021 Kevin Pawlak 
Prelude to Gettysburg: the Cavalry Battles of 
Aldie, Middleburg & Upperville 

9 NOV 2021 Hallie Vaughn 
Dr. Mary Edwards Walker - A Living History 
Portrayal 

14 DEC 2021 Chris Army Meade's Pipe Creek Line 

11 JAN 2022 Rick Schaus Lee is Trapped - Williamsport 

8 FEB 2022 Dave Fox 
Henry Washington Sawyer - Cape May's Civil 
War Hero 

8 MAR 2022 Charlie Fennell Greene's Brigade - Saviors of Culp's Hill 

12 APR 2022 John Schildt The Hospitals of Antietam 

10 MAY 2022 **To Be Announced**  

 

 



 

Dinner Reservations for the Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2021 
Meeting & Program: 

 
If possible please make your meal choices/reservations on the 
website.  Our meal choices for September are: 

 Grilled chicken with rice 

 Broiled haddock  

 Eggplant parmesan 
 
If you make your reservation online and you do not receive a 
thank-you and/or confirmation email, your reservation did not go 
through.  If you must call in reservations, please call your menu 
selection to Kathy Little at 610-367-8082 no later than noon, 
FRIDAY Sept. 10, 2021, which is also the deadline for online 
reservations. 
 
*IMPORTANT NOTE* Once you have made your reservation, there 
are no cancellations for any reasons after noon on the FRIDAY 
preceding the meeting. This is the policy of the Giannotti's, and the 
Round Table will be billed for your meal whether you attend or not. 
Please understand that you will be asked to reimburse the Round 
Table should you not attend after having made a reservation and not 
cancelled prior to the aforementioned time period. 
 
**PLEASE NOTE: IT IS MUCH APPRECIATED IF YOU PAY IN THE 
APPROPRIATE DOLLAR AMOUNT. WE DO NOT HAVE A CHANGE 
DRAWER. WE WILL NOT ACCEPT $50 OR $100 BILLS IN 
PAYMENT.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.  

 
 

! Please Note ! 
 

As we all know, the cost of food has increased for 

EVERYONE over the past year.  Giannotti's is no 

exception, and our meal cost has necessarily been raised 

to $29.00 beginning with our September dinner meeting.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST DEFENDERS CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE  
MEMBERSHIP FORM 2021-2022 

 
 
Name:   ________________________________________________ 
  
Address: ________________________________________________ 
 
City:  ____________________    State: _____    ZIP: __________ 
 
Phone: _____________________________ 
 
E-mail: ________________________________________________ 

 I would like to have Civil War-related emails announcements 
received by the Round Table forwarded to me (Opt out any 
time by notifying the Webmaster.) 

 

Annual Membership fee of  $25 is due by October 12, 2021. 

 Please make the check payable to The First Defenders CWRT and 
mail to: 

Lori Border 

477 Chalfont Place 

Reading, PA  19606 
 

(Or pay in person at the September or October dinner meeting!) 

 


