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Foreword by Edwin C. Bearss

"A History of the Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers is one of the best Civil War regimental histories to be
published in years. In a style reminiscent of Bruce Catton, author David Ward utilizes hundreds of first hand
soldiers accounts to weave a narrative that puts the reader in the picture from the units genesis in the coal
fields of eastern Pennsylvania through its baptism of fire at Gaines Mill and the blood baths of Crampton's
Gap and the Overland Campaign. Ward utilizes the 'new history,' blending both military and social history to
tell the complete story the men of the 96th"--Ted Alexander Historian (retired), Antietam National
Battlefield, author of The Battle of Antietam: The Bloodiest Day

"The 96th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment was one of the great combat units of the Civil War. Yet,
amazingly, this hard-hitting outfit has enjoyed no regimental history--until now. This book fills that gap. It
covers the 96th Pennsylvania in the chaos of battle, on the march and in camp. Generous quotations from
officers' and soldiers' letters, diaries, and memoirs, which were uncovered through prodigious research in
dozens of manuscript repositories, give the narrative a human touch. The 96th Pennsylvania Volunteers in the
Civil War belongs in every Civil War library."-- Dr. Richard J. Sommers, author of Richmond Redeemed:
The Siege at Petersburg.

"David Ward's The 96th Pennsylvania Volunteers in the Civil War is a fine history of an infantry regiment in
the Army of the Potomac's Sixth Corps. The 96th Pennsylvania served with distinction in the campaigns in the
East. Ward's book has all the elements of a model regimental history from its moving narrative to its research
in many unpublished manuscripts and newspapers. The book is filled with accounts by its members and all the
intrigues that plagued volunteer units. It is a most welcome work."-- Jeffry D. Wert, author of The Sword of
Lincoln: The Army of the Potomac

David A. Ward has served as the assistant library director at The Hotchkiss School in Lakeville, Connecticut
for the past thirty years. He founded the Connecticut Civil War Round Table and later owned and operated
the popular battlefield excursion company Civil War Tours. He also served as a historical consultant to Steven

Spielberg and Daniel Day Lewis in the making of the feature film Lincoln.
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