47th PA Infantry Regimental Colors - Rt Union Infantry Insignia

Joseph Stephen
Private U.S. Army
2 October 1862 — 19 October 1864

Joseph was born circa 1844 in Lower Macungie Township. He worked as a farmer before he enlisted
in the Union Army. He enlisted in Allentown, Pennsylvania, as a Private on 2 October 1862 and was
assigned to Company I, 47th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry Regiment. The 47th Regiment had
been formed and assembled at Camp Curtin, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, a year prior to Joseph’s
enlistment and had been deployed to Fort Ethan Allen near McLean, Virginia; Fort Taylor at Key
West, Florida; and Hilton Head, South Carolina, where they performed picket duty until October
1862. Joseph apparently joined the Regiment at Hilton Head. During October, the Regiment boarded
transport ships at Beaufort, South Carolina, bound for Mackey’s Point, South Carolina, where they
disembarked. From there they marched to the Village of Pocotaligo, which was less than ten miles
distant, where they were to burn the railroad bridge and destroy as much railroad track as possible.
They engaged the Confederates there on 21-23 October 1862. The Confederates rushed in
reinforcements and, as night fell on October 23, the Union Commander ordered a refreat. They re-
embarked at Mackay’s Point on the transport ships and retumed to Beaufort. They remained at
Beaufort until 15 November 1862, when they returned to Key West, with Company I occupying Fort
Taylor with five other companies in the Regiment. They remained in garrison at Fort Taylor until 25
February, 1864, when they moved to New Orleans, Louisiana, and were atiached to 2nd Brigade,
Provisional Division, under the Army of the Shenandoah. From there they participated in the Red
River Campaign in Louisiana from the period 10 March to 22 May 1864 at the Battles of Sabine
Cross Roads at Mansfield on 8§ April 1864; Pleasant Hill on 9 April; Monett’s Ferry, Cane River
Crossing on 23 April; Morganza on 13 May: and Mansuraon 16
May. They then returned to New Orleans where they remained
until 5 July 1864. They then returned to Washington, D.C., and
from there took part in General Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley
Campaign in Virginia. In that campaign they saw action at the
Battle of Opequan at Winchester, Virginia, and Fisher’s Hill,
Virginia, on the 19th and 22nd of September 1864, respectively.
On 19 October 1864 they engaged the Confederates again at the
Battle of Cedar Creek in Virginia. After the battle of Cedar Creek
Joseph was missing in action and was never found. In July 1865
he was declared killed in action on 19 October 1864 during the battle. Joseph’s parents were
Zebulon Stephen (27 March 1818 — 23 June 1892) and Anna Caroline Rethler (4 April 1826 — 7
March 1850).

Painting of the Battie of Cedar Creck
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were later taken to the Wmchester VA Natlonal Cemetery. We think he is
there buried as an UNKNOWN. The mustering out of the 47th Pa, July 1865
noted Joseph Stephen lost on 19 October 1864 at Battle of Cedar Creek.
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Photo Album for Joseph John Stephen Jr.

Joseph John Stephen Jr.

Birth: Abt. 1847 Father: Zebulon Stephen
Death: 19 Oct 1864 Mother: Anna Caroline Rethler

Marriage: Spouse:
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Joseph John Stephen Jr.

Birth: Abt. 1847 Father: Zebulon Stephen
Death: 19 Oct 1864 Mother: Anna Caroline Rethler
Marriage: Spouse:

Fort Taylor ﬂ B 4F01:t Jeffersoh

1/25/2020 1:15:08 PM 3/18/2021 9:20:52 AM
About 2019 Fort Jefferson, Dry Tortugas was about 70 miles from

Fort Taylor Joseph probably spent some tlme here

ing north from the SW and of left ot the Ninetess
rigﬂtl The Valley Pike ascends from Cedar Creek (la!t) toward Middletawn {rightl. M
refugees were killed in the ravine ftree line below at foot of siope along the PH

47th Paravine 47th PA posmon on helghts
12/16/2014 12:07:04 PM 11/20/2014 2:47:11 PM
47th was at the top right cornor on the photo. Facing
across the open field and bending back into the woods.
They were fighting to their front and right side.
Joseph was probably KIA either on the heights or during
the retreat through the ravines.



Joseph John Stephen Jr.

Birth: Abt. 1847
Death: 19 Oct 1864

Marriage:

Crossmg Route #11—The old valley plke to the helghts
12/4/2014 2:59:15 PM
This shows the woods and deep ravines as the Brigade
made their way to the heights. Many were killed and
wounded as they retreated back down these revines.
Guide Patrick Kehoe, President Cedar Creek
Foundation.
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Marker Joseph Jphn Stephen
6/8/2015 8:40:33 AM
Errol Steffy did the work to secure this marker.
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Joseph John Stephen Jr marker apphcatlon
2/23/2020 10:21:24 AM
May 5, 2015

Marker Joseph Stephen
1/4/2021 3:02:32 PM
This remembrace marker in his famiy's plot at Saint
Paul's union church, Trexlertown, PA



Joseph John Stephen Jr.

Birth: Abt. 1847 Father: Zebulon Stephen
Death: 19 Oct 1864 Mother: Anna Caroline Rethler
Marriage: Spouse:
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47th PA Dead Winchester cemetery Winchester National Cemetery
7/26/2013 10:20:11 AM 9/5/2014 10:46:37 AM
Errol Steffy & Jerry Haasspent the day at Cedar Creek
and the cemetery.

Wmchester Natnonal Cemetery
10/2/2016 12:27:47 PM
Joseph most likely is resting here among those only
known to GOD.



